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EPSA ALUMNI PANEL NOTES 
Department of Education Policy and Social Analysis 
Wednesday, February 12, 2014 • 7-8 PM • Horace Mann 152 

 
Note: These notes were taken from the alumni panel and do not distinguish between the four 

panelists’ personal responses. 
 

1. In what ways did your TC experience shape your current work? 
• TC organized career fairs where job opportunities could be found 
• Remember to look nice and bring your resumes to the career fairs 
• The diverse settings of interdisciplinary classes in EPSA helped prepare for life at work 
• Opportunities to network at conferences where you can meet faculty  
• Remember to reach out to faculty and keep in touch 
• Policy courses helped provide broad perspective on important considerations in 

implementation  
 
2. Did your time at TC cause you to change your goals at all? 

• Time at TC taught me that teachers are really important in the policy discussion 
• I learned that the community as a whole should serve students 
• Being at TC and in the surrounding neighborhoods like Harlem shaped my perspectives, 

which were a lot different from growing up elsewhere 
 
3. What are resources at TC that you would recommend EPSA students use to find jobs? 

• If you are interested in teaching, look up the New Teacher Academy at TC 
• TCCS was not the most helpful in terms of finding policy-level jobs, so make the most of 

your faculty connections 
• Be specific with your faculty mentors and advisors; think about what you want to do and 

then they can better help you by making connections for you 
• If you are an international student, you only have three months after graduation to find a 

job, so be open to everything 
• Go to the career fairs 

 
4. What are the trade offs of taking longer to finish but perhaps taking on internships or 
other hands-on experiences (versus finishing your coursework and degree as quickly as 
possible)? 

• Totally worth it to take longer, because the experiences and connections you make through 
internships — even unpaid or underpaid — are invaluable 

• If you want to be a teacher though, it might be better to just finish your coursework as 
quickly as possible, so you can work in the classroom 

• You need to know what you want to do 
• Take time as needed 

 
5. How do you make good connections with your professors that can turn into internships, 
connections, positions, etc.? 

• Use your whole network (not just at school) and connect outside your program, too 
• Be more proactive 
• Start with conferences in your field and find common interests  
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• Pick and choose the professors you want to get to know more closely; it’s unlikely you’ll be 
able to have close relationships with every single one of your professors 

• Decide on what you want in the short-run and make your connections based on those short-
term goals 

• Approach your professors for advice on any potential offers you might have received, so 
they can give you feedback 

 
6. Do you feel like you are making a change in your current work or do you feel like a cog in 
a machine? 

• There are moments when you feel like you are clearly making a change 
• Remember that we are unique already because we are at Teachers College, Columbia 

University – there is an expectation that we will go out and make a change 
• You have to know you are special and believe it 
• Have specific goals 
• Conceptualize your job as part of a machine that moves things forward 

 
7. How “competitive” do you perceive your TC degree to be in terms of opening doors to 
jobs? 

• Very competitive 
• TC has a tremendous amount of credibility – TC’s name more so than Columbia’s, in some 

cases 
 
8. How much does research play a role in your work? 

• Data analysis is more reading and understanding questions, though it depends on your job 
• If you’re a researcher, obviously have more research work 
• Not much in teaching in terms of teaching 
• It helps to have data analysis and researching skills in trying to get a job, though 

 
9. What is one thing you wish you would have done while at TC and why? 

• The Federal Policy Institute, because have heard many great things about it and the 
opportunity to make a lot of connections 

• More data analysis and finance courses, because they’re important in today’s work in ed 
policy  

• Approach all classes with the same intellectual curiosity, even those outside your program — 
don’t rush 

• Cultivate more relationships and take the time to get to know people 


